CLAVICEPS PURPUREA AND THE PRODUCTION OF ALKALOIDS

"In saprophytic culture, strains of Claoiceps purpurea (Fr.) Tul., isolated from natural sclerotia or conidia, produce mainly unorganized mycelium and conidia. It has been observed that such strains do not produce alkaloids in culture under any of the conditions which have been tested. In previous investigations with Claviceps paspali Stevens & Hall (Tonolo, Scotti & Vero-Barcellona, 1961), a correlation was established between the morphology of the mycelium in submerged culture and the production of alkaloids." -Mantle (1968)

The quality of ergot appears to be dependent on the growing medium; whereas Paspalum distichum (knotgrass) eg. may produce more viable spores, than rye (which may be bred in wet sand.)

 “When things get weird, the weird turn pro.” -HST
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